October 25, 2007

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF WALTER P. REUTHER’S
BIRTH AND THE REDEDICATION
OF REUTHER MIDDLE SCHOOL

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 25, 2007

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Madam Speaker, |
want to recognize the 100th anniversary of the
birth of a great civic leader, Walter P. Reuther,
and the rededication of Reuther Middle School
in Rochester Hills, Michigan on October 28,
2007.

Mr. Reuther grew up in Wheeling, West Vir-
ginia where he learned the value and practi-
cality of trade unionism. After serving an ap-
prenticeship in tool and die work, he left for
Detroit to complete his education and join the
automobile industry with both Ford and Gen-
eral Motors. Mr. Reuther became an active
member of the United Automobile Workers
(UAW), where he eventually became president
of the UAW Local 174 and a member of the
UAW executive board. In 1946, Mr. Reuther
was elected president of the UAW, a position
he held until his passing in 1970.

As president of the UAW, Mr. Reuther
worked to enhance job security, medical insur-
ance, pensions, and supplemental unemploy-
ment benefits for the union members. Mr.
Reuther used his position to influence far
more than just labor policies. He stood beside
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as he delivered his
historic “I Have a Dream Speech” and was a
strong supporter of the Civil Rights Movement.
For all of his contributions Mr. Reuther was
named in TIME magazine’s list of the 100
most influential people of the 20th century.

Reuther Middle School, part of the Roch-
ester Community School Community, was
named in honor of May and Walter Reuther
for their service to the school community.
Opened in 1973, Reuther Junior High, as it
was then named, taught 750 students in
grades seven through nine. In 1986, the Roch-
ester Community Schools changed to a middle
school philosophy, serving grades six through
eight, and changing the name to Reuther Mid-
dle School.

In the 2003-2004 school year, the citizens
of Rochester Community School District ap-
proved a bond measure to renovate Reuther
Middle School. On October 28, 2007, Reuther
Middle School will be officially rededicated,
celebrating not only their 35th school year, but
also the 100th anniversary of Mr. Walter P.
Reuthers’ birth.

Madam Speaker, today | commend Reuther
Middle School for their continued devotion to
the community and their record of excellence.
Let the school continue to be a tribute to a
great civic and social leader, Mr. Walter P.
Reuther.

———

HONORING MASTER SERGEANT
ADOLFO “POPO” GONZALEZ

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 25, 2007

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Master Sergeant Adolfo “Popo” Gon-
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zalez, on his retirement from the Texas Army
National Guard, where he served his state and
country honorably for the past 39 years.

Mr. Gonzalez was born to Aurelia Lopez
Gonzalez and the late Eusebio Bustos Gon-
zalez in June 17, 1949, in Laredo, Texas. He
started working at the family restaurant when
he was 12 years old, and then ran a paper
route for the Laredo Morning Times. Mr. Gon-
zalez graduated from J.W. Nixon High School
in 1967, and then received his associate de-
gree from Laredo Community College. He
joined the Texas National Army National
Guard on May 25, 1968, which began the start
of his 39 years service in the National Guard.
Mr. Gonzalez received his B.S. in Education
with a major in English and Spanish from
Texas A&M International University.

Mr. Gonzalez is intensely involved in the
community as a member of several local and
non-profit organizations such as President of
LULAC #690, Laredo Mexican-American
Chamber of Commerce, Laredo Frontier Days,
Webb County Community Action Agency, and
the Laredo Veterans Coalition. He also is a
member of the Laredo Airport Advisory Board,
the Webb County Water Committee, Laredo
Evening Lions Club, Santa Isabel Creek Fea-
sibility Study, Non-Commission Officers Club
of the Texas Army National Guard, Texas
State Teachers Association, and the National
Guard Association of Texas.

In addition to his civic involvement with the
community, Mr. Gonzalez works as a teacher
at United High School, where he has taught
oral communications to ESL learners for the
past 22 years. When he is not teaching stu-
dents or working with community organiza-
tions, Mr. Gonzalez helps his fellow veterans
out as the Laredo Area chair for Employer
Support of the Guard and Reserves, which
works with local employers to safeguard the
rights of guardsmen and reservists. He was
named the Outstanding Volunteer for the State
of Texas in recognition of his work with ESGR.

Mr. Gonzalez is a proud father to six chil-
dren: Adolfo, Jr., Albert, Richard, Annette
Marie, Alejandro Jose, and Yvette Magally. He
has been married to his wife, Juana Maria
Lopez, for the past 25 years.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to have had
this time to recognize the dedication and com-
mitment of Master Sergeant Adolfo “Popo”
Gonzalez to the City of Laredo in the State of
Texas.

———

TRIBUTE TO JEANNINE TUTTLE
RAINBOLT

HON. DAN BOREN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 25, 2007

Mr. BOREN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in order to pay special tribute to one of Okla-
homa’s own, Jeannine Tuttle Rainbolt, who re-
cently lost her life after a long struggle with
lung cancer.

I join with all my fellow Oklahomans in
mourning the tragic loss of this remarkable
woman. Jeannine Tuttle Rainbolt was both
deeply admired and sincerely respected by all
who knew her. She will forever be remem-
bered for her generosity, leadership, and in-
tegrity.

For 57 years, she was dedicated to her hus-
band and best friend, Gene Rainbolt, who will
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undoubtedly miss her. Our thoughts and pray-
ers are with Gene and all who mourn the loss
of Jeannine.

Jeannine lived a purposeful life focused on
enhancing the lives of others. Throughout her
career as an educator, she inspired her pupils
to vigorously pursue greater levels of personal
and academic achievement; and she tirelessly
worked to shape youth, into the leaders of the
future. Jeannine’s example also reached be-
yond the walls of the classroom. As a pas-
sionate and active philanthropist, she was a
model member of her community, inspiring
countless others to become civically engaged
and to join together for the purpose of
strengthening local families and communities.

Madam Speaker, it is without question Jean-
nine was an exceptional woman; however
there is one notable quality about her which |
find to be most remarkable—her ability to per-
severe. Throughout her difficult struggle with
cancer, she never yielded to despair. Rather
she continued to live with hope and grace.

For these reasons, Madam Speaker, | com-
memorate the life and legacy of Jeannine
Tuttle Rainbolt along with my fellow Oklaho-
mans. Jeannine’s legacy of unconditional love,
generosity, and leadership will undoubtedly
continue to exist in the hearts and minds of all
she inspired.

——————
RECOGNIZING THE VISIT OF
MAYOR OF FAMAGUSTA, CY-

PRUS, MR. ALEXIS GALANOS

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 25, 2007

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to welcome Mr. Alexis Galanos, the
elected Mayor of Famagusta, Republic of Cy-
prus to Washington, DC. Mayor Galanos is the
only democratically elected and exiled mayor
of a population that is primarily constituted of
refugees. He was elected Mayor of
Famagusta in December of 2006 and has
since worked tirelessly to raise humanitarian
awareness about Famagusta and its exiled
people.

He is here championing the global cam-
paign undertaken by the Citizens of
Famagusta for the return of their city in the oc-
cupied area of Cyprus which has been a
“ghost town” since the 1974 illegal invasion by
Turkey.

Famagusta was the main town of the sec-
ond largest district of Cyprus both in terms of
its population and surface area. The cultivation
and production of the potato crop, the rich and
fertile mainland, the port, tourist and industrial
sectors, were the most significant contributors
to the city’s economic dynamism prior to the
1974.

The development of the tourist industry in
the late 1960s and early 1970’s had very ben-
eficial effects for the construction industry and
moreover, supplied many jobs to the local
population, in particular with respect to serv-
ices related to tourism. A great number of
people came to Famagusta on a daily basis,
primarily for work. This greatly enhanced the
economy of the city and assured a steady rise
in its living standards.

Famagusta was the island’s most cos-
mopolitan destination. The construction of a
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